
Name: ______________________________________        Date: ___________________          

 Grade 4     Lesson 5 

  

Use the short story titled “Stormalong” by Mary Pope Osborne on pages 138 through 153 in your 

student reader to answer the questions below.    

                                                                    

Directions  

Read the short story, “Stormalong.”  Then answer questions 1 and 2.  

  

1. What feeling does the author create in paragraphs 3 and 4 on page 142? Use two details from the 

story to support your response. 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________  

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________  

  

2. According to the story, “Stormalong,” why does Stormy leave the sea? Use two details from the 

story to support your response.  

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________  
  



  
Use the story titled “Stormalong,” by Mary Pope Osborne on pages 138 through 153 in your student 

reader to answer the question below.  

  

Directions  

Read the short story, “Stormalong,” on pages 138-153 in your student reader and answer the following 

question.   

3.  Stormalong’s feelings about being at sea change at different times in the story. When do his 

feelings change? Why do his feelings change? Use details from the story to support your response.   

  

In your response be sure to   

• explain when Stormalong’s feeling change about being at sea 

• explain why his feelings change about being at sea 

• use details from the short story to support your answers 

  

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________    

___________________________________________________  
  

 

 



  

Exemplary Response - 2 Point  

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.4.1, W.4.2  

RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the text. 
W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  

  

Stem Used: (2017) What feeling does the author create in paragraphs # and #? Use two details from 

the story to support your response.           

 

1. What feeling does the author create in paragraphs three and four on page 142?  Use two details 

from the story to support your response. 

    

  

 

Possible Exemplary Response:  

 

 In paragraphs three and four on page 142, the author creates the feeling of sadness.  The author 

writes, “Stormy felt like an outcast as he packed his trunk, hoisted it over his shoulder, and started 

away.”  Saying that Stormy felt like an outcast supports the overall feeling of sadness.  Also, when 

Stormy reaches Boston and realizes that the buildings were just as small as in Cape Cod, the author 

writes that, “discovering this made him even sadder.” 

 

Possible Details to Include:  

●
 Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point rubric. 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Exemplary Response - 2 Point  

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.4.3, W.4.2  

RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in 
the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions.) 
W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  

Stem Used: (2018) According to the article [article,] why does “X” do “Y”? Use two details from the story 

to support your response.  

 

2. According to the story, “Stormalong,” why does Stormy leave Cape Cod?  Use two details from 

the story to support your answer.     

  

 

Possible Exemplary Response:  

  

  According to the story, “Stormalong,” Stormy leaves Cape Cod because he has outgrown it.  At 

12 years old he is 36 feet tall.  His friends tell him that he has grown too big for Cape Cod.  Sadly, his 

friends say, “The truth is, you’ve grown too big for this town.”  They also tell him, “You can’t fit in the 

schoolhouse, and you’re too big to work in a store.”   

  

  

Possible Details to Include:  

●
 Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point rubric.  

  

  
  

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Exemplary Response - 4 Point  

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.3, W.4.2B  

RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in 
the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions.) 

W.4.2B Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 

and examples related to the topic. 
  

Stem Used: (2017) [Character]’s feelings about X change at different times in the story. When do his 

feelings change? Why do his feelings change? Use details from the story to support your response. (4 

pt.) 

        

Directions  

   Read the selection.  Then answer question 3.  

3.  Stormalong’s feelings about being at sea change at different times in the story. When do 

his feelings change? Why do his feelings change? Use details from the story to support your 

response.   

  

In your response be sure to   

• explain when Stormalong’s feeling change about being at sea 

• explain why his feelings change about being at sea 

• use details from the short story to support your answers 

  

  

Possible Exemplary Response:  

         Stormalong’s feelings about the sea change at different times in the story.  His feelings range from 

happiness to sadness and then back to happiness in the short story, “Stormalong,” by Mary Pope 

Osborne.   

  At the beginning of the story, Stormy is happiest when he is in the ocean.  Oftentimes, he felt 

different from everyone else.  When he felt this way, he would go swimming in the ocean to make 

himself happy.  “Stormy’s love for the ocean was so strong that people used to say he had salt water in 

his veins.”  When he moved to Boston from Cape Cod, Stormy told the captain of the ship that, “The sea 

is my best friend.  It’s with her that I belong.” 

  Stormy’s love for the sea eventually was put on hold when he became too big to travel on the 

boat with the others.  When he stood close to the rail, he would almost tip the boat over.  Because the 

hammocks were too small for Stormy, he had to sleep in a rowboat behind the ship. This made Stormy 

sad and lonely.  “As he listened to the other sailors singing and having a good time, he felt as if his best 

friend, the sea, had betrayed him.  This is when his feeling began to change about the sea.  It was at this 

point that Stormy decided to give up sea life and head west.   



  Ultimately, Stormy found his way back to the sea.  Although he had settled into life without the 

sea, he missed it.  “He missed the fishy-smelling breezes and salt spray.”  He decided to go back to Cape 

Cod and the sea.  The sailors welcomed him with open arms.  They built a bigger boat that would fit his 

enormous size and where he was able to sleep.  It was here that Stormy felt most at home.  “As he 

soared over the billowing waves, his cheeks glowed with sunburn, his hair sparkled with ocean spray, 

and the salt water began coursing through his veins again.”   

  Stormy’s relationship with the sea changed many times during the story.  Stormalong loved the 

sea, but at times was not happy with it.  He made attempts to leave the sea and begin a new life but in 

the end the sea is where he belonged.   

   

   

Possible Details to Include:  

●
 Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 4-point rubric. 

  

  

  


